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BREWSTER VILLAGE COUNCIL
MAY 19, 2025
7:00 P.M.

Brewster Village Council met in regular session with Mayor Chuck Hawk presiding.

Council Members bowed their heads for the invocation provided by Mayor Hawk, followed by
the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

The meeting took place in the Community Room.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Charles Hawk, Mayor

Tim Dorkoff, Council Member Dale Fox, Council Member

David Godwin, Council Member Thomas Hilliard, Council Member

Sydney Radich, Council Member

COUNCIL MEMBER HILLIARD MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER GODWIN and motion
carried to excuse Council Member Long from tonight’s meeting. The vote: All yes.

VILLAGE OFFICIALS:
Michael L Miller, Village Administrator Kris King, Village Clerk-Treasurer
Jerry Yost, Village Solicitor

MINUTES FROM THE MAY 19, 2025 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Chuck Hawk asked if there were any additions or deletions to the May 19, 2025 Council

meeting minutes.

COUNCIL MEMBER FOX MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER GODWIN and motion carried
to approve the minutes as presented. The vote: All yes.

PRESENTATION OF BILLS:
COUNCIL MEMBER GODWIN MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER DORKOFF and motion
carried to accept the bills in the amount of $ 151,585.85. The vote: All yes.

AUDIENCE:

Jennifer McCleese, 425 Wabash Ave S, spoke on a zoning variance that was granted on April 24
at the Zoning Board of Appeals. She stated that the letter for the meeting went to the renters of
the house her parents built that now belongs to her sister and brother-in-law instead of going to
them for the zoning variance request for 149 - 6" Street SE. The owner, Don Asplin, didn’t
receive the letter until 24 hours before the meeting and since he works out of state, he was
unable to attend. The request was for a garage to be built with eaves to be 2 feet off the
property line instead of 8 feet. Mr. Asplin’s opposition was stated at the meeting but the family
felt that how strongly he was opposed was not presented at the meeting. VA Miller provided
the unapproved meeting minutes to the family. Council Member Hilliard stated that Council has
no say in Zoning Board of Appeals decisions.

Mary Ann Asplin, owner of the house, stated she did not see the letter until 24 hours before the
meeting. She asked if the members of the board even looked at the property. Those present
stated they had. Mrs. Asplin asked why some variances are granted and some aren’t. The
requester of the variance has a large yard and he could have put his garage somewhere else on
the property. Why does his request override her rights so he has more room for his child to
play. She felt it was handled poorly but is still thankful for our Council.

Mike McCleese, 149 - 6" Street SE, brought up the high grass ordinance. The house next door
has weeds and a tree growing in the fence line. He also stated that 549 — 5" St SW has washing
machine water draining into the alley between Wabash and McKinley Ave. Council Member
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Godwin stated that Council reformed the high grass ordinance making it a quicker process.
Council Member Hilliard stated that residents that don’t comply with the order to clean up or
mow will have the work completed either by the Village or a contractor of the Village. They will
have the cost of the work to bring a property up to code assessed to their taxes. Council
Member Godwin stated that he wasn’t aware of the zoning variance and told a story about his
grandmother’s neighbor.

Asst. Fire Chief Jeremy Henry, and Asst. Clerk Alyssa Wheeler were also in attendance.

PRESENTATION OF GUESTS:
None.

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES: Titles of each read by Village Solicitor Gerard Yost.
ORDINANCE 26-2025: An Ordinance amending Ordinance 101-2019 that adopted General Rules
and Regulations for customers of the Brewster Municipal Electric System was given third
reading.

COUNCIL MEMBER GODWIN MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER FOX and motion carried
to approve the legislation as presented. The vote: All yes.

RESOLUTION 27-2025: A Resolution to proceed to Replace and Decrease the Tax Levy in excess
of ten mill limitation for the adequate funding of the Village Fire Department was given third
reading.

COUNCIL MEMBER GODWIN MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER FOX and motion carried
to approve the legislation as presented. The vote: All yes.

RESOLUTION 28-2025: A Resolution Authorizing the Village of Brewster to file a grant
application with the State of Ohio NatureWorks program for Bimeler Park Equipment Project
and agreeing to obligate the Village Funds required to complete the project and declaring an
emergency on second reading.

COUNCIL MEMBER HILLIARD MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER FOX and motion carried
to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings and bring the legislation forward for
passage. The vote: All yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER HILLIARD MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER GODWIN and motion
carried to pass the legislation as presented under emergency. The vote: All yes.

Second Reading: A Resolution Authorizing the Village Administrator to prepare and submit an
application to the Ohio Public Commission State Capital Improvement Program for a
Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project and to execute contracts as required.

Second Reading: An Ordinance Authorizing the Awarding of a contract for the Brewster
Manhole Installation Project on the West Side of Wabash Ave. South Project.

Second Reading: A Resolution Authorizing the Village Administrator to prepare and submit an
application to the Ohio Public Works Commission State Capital Improvement Program for a
Wabash Water Main Replacement Project and to execute contracts as required.

Second Reading: An Ordinance Authorizing the Sale of the 1996 International 4900
Digger/Derrick Truck by Internet Auction.

ORDINANCE 29-2029: An Ordinance Authorizing and Directing the Village Administrator to Enter
into a Contract with the Fairless Local School District to Purchase Real Property Currently Being
Leased by the Village for Use as Ball Fields and Recreation Facilities and Declaring an Emergency
was given first reading.
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COUNCIL MEMBER HILLIARD MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER DORKOFF and r-noti(-)nm |

carried to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings and bring the legislation forward
for passage. The vote: All yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER HILLIARD MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER DORKOFF and motion
carried to pass the legislation as presented under emergency. The vote: All yes.

MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
A. POLICE DEPARTMENT: Chief Nathan Taylor (excused)
1. There were 2,512 calls of service to date in 2025 with 363 so far for May.
2. Preparing for the festival, trying to get a final meeting with the Fire Department. No
response from requests for the meeting.

B. FIRE DEPARTMENT: Asst. Chief Jeremy Henry

1. There have been 371 calls to date in 2025.

2. It was questioned whether there would be candy permitted to be thrown to the
spectators. The Villages insurance isn’t fond of it, but the Mayor has not heard how the
Fire Association’s insurance company feels about it.

3. Asst. Chief Henry stated that the department has been fully staffed 82.2% of the time.
He would like to see this number increase. He also reported that there are five
members of the department that have over 500 hours in shifts. Those 5 top members
are Cody Walters, Jeremy Henry, Thom Ross, Tessa Hamilton, and Logan Haley.

VILLAGE SOLICITOR: Jerry Yost

1. Stark County Building Department has declared the house at 121 5™ Street SE with the
porch roof caving as dilapidated and is required to have the porch removed or repaired. The
owner has the right to appeal. The Village will send out a letter with the requirements of
action and if they don’t comply, the Village can have the work completed. If the Village
completes or contracts the work out, the property owner will be assessed the cost.

2. The owner of 345 Tuscarawas Ave NW will be in court tomorrow. There has been a
tremendous amount of cleanup so the case may be dismissed. The goal was to get the
property cleaned up and not punish the owner.

3. Solicitor Yost is concerned about the Firemen’s Association letter that went out. The lines
between the Village Fire Department and the Firemen’s Association seem to be blurred.
Mail should not be coming to Village Hall for the association. Last year a payment for an
ambulance call ended up in the Firemen’s Association’s bank account until the payor
received another bill and stated that they had already paid it. The association then had to
reimburse the Village for the payment. The association is required to have a physical
address for the statutory agent but can use a post office box for their mail.

4. Council will need to go into executive session at the appropriate time.

5. It was asked what could be done with the over $5,000 received by the Village from the
opioid settlement. It can only be used for education and mitigation of drug abuse use.
Using it to support our DARE Program was discussed.

COMMUNICATIONS:
Council Member Hilliard stated that Don Asplin would like his letter concerning the zoning
variance put in the record.

VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR: Mike Miller
The Council received the Village Administrator’s report last week to review.

COUNCIL MEMBER GODWIN MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HILLIARD and motion
carried to approve the Village Administrator’s report as presented. The vote: All yes.

Items the Village Administrator wished to add or emphasize since his report went out:
e VA Miller would like Council’s decision before July 1 on whether to add Wandle
from 2" to 1% and Needham to the dead-end to the paving list.
e He would also like to add a portion of Bimeler Parking lot depending on the cost of
the paving program.
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¢ VA Miller would like to schedule a Tree Board meeting sometime after the June 2"
meeting.

* We are looking at purchasing a brush cutter for the skid steer. The old tractor being
used now breaks down with every use.

* Reviewing a quote for fire dept radios at a cost of around $7,600.

* VA Miller provided bullet points to how the passage of State legislation that
eliminates public entities from pursuing landlords for their renters that don’t pay
their utility bills owed. Council Member Godwin suggested that we send someone
to the hearings in Columbus.

® Biery-Litman has been contacted for the remote locks for the new restrooms in the
park. They will not be in before the festival. We are reaching our limit on this
project. We are within $2,000 of our limit.

* It was pointed out that the storm sewer on Wandle Place needs raised if it is
repaved. The landlord of the Post Office has received a letter concerning the alley
beside the building. He put it back on the Post Office and they stated they would fix
the holes.

® Itwas asked if there would be cameras on the new restroom. VA Miller stated they
were moving licenses from other cameras so they could get it covered right away. It
was stated there is no water in the back room and the appliances that the Village
bought will be auctioned off.

Administrator’s report for period 5/6/2025 through 5/19/2025:

2025 Paving Project. The end of the alley where it transitions to McKinley on both sides from
Lake Erie Place has been replaced with cement to eliminate, hopefully, the damage done by
heavy vehicles turning in and out.

The ditch from the new water line on McKinley from 6" Street to 7*" Street is still awaiting either
cementing the trench or asphalting with the paving program. The options are still under review.
The trench needs to stay “as is” so it settles completely before filling. Only AFTER the ditch has
had time to compact/settle can the Village fill in the trench. That is necessary so that when
McKinley is paved this summer the potential for it to continue to settle and create a dip in
McKinley is eliminated.

I would like Council to consider two (2) additions:
1. Needham west of McKinley (worst rated street segment) and Wandle Court from 2™ to
1% (alley behind the Credit Union and Moose)
2. Alleys have not yet been rated, but this segment of Wandle is heavily alligatored and
heavily traveled. Both would be a minimal cost to add.

OPWC ~ Chestnut Widening and Resurfacing Project. The Village’s request for financial
assistance from the Ohio Public Works Commission Infrastructure Program has been approved at
the State level for Chestnut Widening and Resurfacing Project. Project Agreements will be
released on or about 7/1/2025 assuming budget authority is in place. The OPWC financial
assistance is in the form of an OPWC Grant for $27,524 The engineer’s estimate of total cost for
the project was $51,479.50. The actual low bid was $38,645. Chestnut was bid out with the 2025
Annual Paving Program, but the award must be delayed until after July 1st, 2025 when the
Village receives and executes its Funding Agreement with OPWC.

Fairless School Travel Plan Update (Safe Routes to Schools). A workshop was held Friday May
2", The Mayor, Councilman Dorkoff, and | attended on behalf of the Village. Aso present were
representatives from Stark County Regional Planning, Fairless Schools, and the engineer GPD. As
a reminder, a completed and/or updated Community Transportation Plan, also referred to as a
Safe Routes to Schools Study is required for the Village to apply for Safe Routes to Schools
Funding.

Hillview Mobile Home Park Pump Station & Force Main Project — Construction. The Mayor and
I, the engineer for the project for EA, four (4) EPA representatives from Columbus and three (3)
representatives from the North East EPA District met with the contractor onsite May 16,
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Progress was reviewed and the remaining items on the schedule were discussed:
e Lift station install, air release and manhole install, all electrical to lift station, and

generator has been pushed back to the week of May 19th.

Electric Department run electric back (poles are set)

Manhole tie in

Demo Existing sewer plant after install of lift station.

Final clean-up/ seed and straw to disturbed areas to follow.

There have been four (4) proposed change orders approved in the amount of $6,903.68. The
amount of contingency is $3,040.84. That means at this point the Hillview Mobile Home Project
is $3,862.84 OVER the two (2) funding sources: CDBG Grant and the WPCLF Loan with loan
forgiveness. Any changes in excess of the $341,000 are the responsibility of the owners of
Hillview Mobile Home Park. | have informed the attorney for Hillview Mobile Home Park of the
current financial status of the Project. The amount OVER budget or put another way the
projected “shortage” of $3,862.84 is available in the escrow account that was established. The
current funding recap is:

e The WPCLF “grant” is $301,000; the CDBG grant is for $40,000, for a total “grant”

amount of $341,000.

e The contract awarded to Unlimited Core Solutions LLC. was in the amount of
$305,959.11.

e The Construction Administration, Construction Inspection, and as built drawings are in
the amount of $32,000.

e There is $3,040.84 budgeted in contingency.

e The proposed contract amount of $305,959.11, plus $3,040.84 budgeted in contingency,
plus Construction Administration, Construction Inspection, and as built drawings in the
amount of $32,000 total $340,999.95 (I will look for the $.05 it appears | am off).

Hoping to wrap up soon.

7" Street Safe Routes to Schools Path between Park Drive and Dartmouth. A contract has been
awarded for converting the limestone Safe Routes to Schools Path on 7" Street SE from Park
Drive to Dartmouth to concrete.

Mosquito Spraying — 2025. Council authorized entering into contract with the Stark County
Health Department for mosquito spraying in 2025. | stopped at the Stark County Health
Department the following day to drop off their proposed agreement to spray six (6) times in
2025. | was able to “negotiate” two (2) additional sprayings, bringing the total to eight (8) for
2025. The Health Department also agreed to allow our employee, who is in the process of
obtaining his mosquito license, to “ride along” the first couple of sprayings to get a better idea of
what it entails.

When | get a schedule for proposed dates they will be spraying, | will pass that information
along.

AMPT and Second/Redundant Transmission Line. As previously reported, AMPT has announced
their “Final” route choice out of the two (2) presented to Council September 3 . It exits
Brewster roughly by going west on Needham then north on McKinley to 7", then west on 7™.
The full-size maps from AMPT that | requested are available to view at Village Hall. Activity
includes:

e Surveying
soils sampling
title work/searches.
Archeology Surveys
Coordinating with local entities such as the Stark County Engineer and the Wilderness
Center.

NatureWorks Grant Application. At the January 6, 2025 Parks Committee Meeting it was
discussed to prepare a NatureWorks Grant for the East Side Playground in Bimeler Park. The

5
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deadline for applying for a NatureWorks Grant is June 2, 2025. A NatureWorks Grant requires a
minimum 25% match from the Village.

During the next few weeks, we will be working with Game Time and the individual who will be
inspecting the playgrounds to come up with a plan and budget for a proposed NatureWorks
application.

Legislation is before Council to authorize submission of an application to NatureWorks for a
grant. The legislation will need to include an emergency clause so it can take effect
immediately after third reading in order to meet the application deadline.

Mosquito Spraying — 2025. Council authorized entering into contract with the Stark County
Health Department for mosquito spraying in 2025. | stopped at the Stark County Health
Department the following day to drop off their proposed agreement to spray six (6) times in
2025. | was able to “negotiate” two (2) additional sprayings, bringing the total to eight (8) for
2025.

The Health Department also agreed to allow our employee, who is in the process of obtaining
his mosquito license, to “ride along” the first couple of sprayings to get a better idea of what it
entails.

When | get a schedule for proposed dates they will be spraying, | will pass that information
along.

Storm Drainage Projects. The current list of storm sewer projects in their priority order, with
updates on their status. These are not necessarily on a first come/first serve basis but based on
their criticality and/or ability to fit into the schedule. Three (3) items on the list have been
completed or eliminated:

1. Dartmouth/Amherst relief line. Easement has been signed. Need surveyor to set pins,
Work to start when it can be scheduled and weather permits.

2. Drainage from Harmon west of 264 Harmon. Survey needs to be completed.

3. At the East end of 1st Street SE. Will have to coordinate with US Army Corps of
Engineers.

4. Open ditch east of Mohican. We are consulting with Stark County Soil & Water.

Brewster Cheese Cogeneration Project. The Brewster Cheese Cogeneration Project continues to
progress.

Concession Stand Conversion to Restrooms. Work continues on the conversion of the old
concession stand to restrooms.

Stark Parks Comprehensive Plan — Community Input. Stark Parks held a community input
meeting regarding their comprehensive plan on May 13th in the Village’s Community Room, the
public portion of which opened at 7:00.

VILLAGE MAYOR: Charles Hawk
1. Christmas in the Village Meeting June 4" at 10AM at Village Hall.
2. The Fire Association would like to close McKinley between 1% and 2" Streets.

VILLAGE CLERK-TREASURER: Kris King

1. The check register and bills are on the table for the Council’s review.

2. Solicitor Yost has reviewed the Master Agreement with Paymentus for our online utility
payments. There were two items in the agreement that we have made them aware of that
will need to be adjusted. Once this is worked out, implementation will take approximately
60 days. We found two more errors from the ReCo System last week. Money from two
residents was collected by ReCo but was not credited properly.
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Project. We have received two reimbursements from OWDA for payments we made, and
we have two more in the process.

4. | am waiting for OWDA to finish the amortization schedules for the Manhole Construction
Project and Sewer Lining and Manhole Replacement Project. | may be asking for an
adjustment to the percentage of our utility deposits go toward the debt fund.

VILLAGE SPEAKS (Communications received by Council Members from Village Residents):
Council Member Godwin had some residents tell him they were happy with the mulch job.

COMMITTEES or COUNCIL REPORTS: The Goal of any committee meeting is to discuss an issue
or proposal and to provide, by consensus of the committee members, ONE recommendation to
Council.

1. There was a meeting at 6:30 this evening to discuss new equipment in the playground. We
are applying for a NatureWorks Grant. The project costs $ 84,937.20. The NatureWorks
Grant covers $63,702.90 (75%) with a Village match of $21,234.30 (25%) for a total cost of
$84,937.20.

PENDING EXPENDITURE REQUESTS:
1. None.

PENDING PROPOSALS FROM PAST MEETINGS:
1. None.

OLD or NEW BUSINESS: Council Rules require a two-week waiting period before any expenditure of funds unless
determined to be an emergency.

COUNCIL MEMBER HILLIARD MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER DORKOFF and motion
carried to close McKinley Avenue from 2" St to 1% Street for the Car Show on Saturday, May 28,
2025. The vote: All yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER GODWIN MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER DORKOFF and motion
carried to send a letter of thanks to the top 5 staffers that worked over 500 hours. The vote: All
yes.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Council Member Hilliard made a motion to go into Executive Session pursuant to Ohio Revised
Code Section 121.22 (G):
e (1) To consider the investigation of charges or complaints against a public employee.
e (3) Conferences with an attorney for the public body concerning disputes involving the
public body that are the subject of pending or imminent court action;

e (5) Matters required to be kept confidential by federal law or regulations or state
statutes;

Seconded by Council Member Dorkoff.
Vote: Dale Fox, yes; Dave Godwin, yes; Tom Hilliard, yes; Sydney Radich, yes; Tim Dorkoff, yes.

The Solicitor, Village Administrator, Clerk-Treasurer, and Council were invited to stay for the
meeting at 8:23 pm. Asst. Clerk Alyssa Wheeler and Asst. Fire Chief Jeremy Henry left the
meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBER HILLIARD MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER DORKOFF and motion
carried to resume the regular meeting at 8:44 pm. The vote: All yes. No action was taken.

AUDIENCE COMMENTS:
None.
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3. We are starting to get payment requests for the Hillview Mobile Home Sanitary Sewer
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COUNCIL MEMBER FOX MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER RADICH and motion carried
to adjourn the meeting at 8:46 p.m. The vote: All yes.

Respectfully submitted,

Koo Koy

Kris ‘lfing, Clerk-Treasdrer

(Bontn L R

Charles Hawk, Mayor




