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JUNE 2, 2026
9:00 P.M.

Brewster Village Council met for a Special Meeting with Mayor Chuck Hawk presiding.

Council Members bowed their heads for the invocation provided by Mayor Hawk, followed by
the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

The meeting took place in the Community Room.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Charles Hawk, Mayor

Tim Dorkoff, Council Member
Sydney Radich, Council Member

Dale Fox, Council Member
Dave Godwin, Council Member
Brett Long, Council Member

VILLAGE OFFICIALS:
Michael L Miller, Village Administrator
Alyssa Wheeler, Assistant Clerk

Jerry Yost, Village Solicitor

COUNCIL MEMBER LONG MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER GODWIN and motion
carried to excuse Council Member Hilliard from tonight’s meeting. The vote: All yes.

AUDIENCE:

Asst. Chief Jeremy Henry

Captain Matt Bair

Fireman Cody Walter

Paramedic Thom Ross

Ben Heslop; representing Atlantic Emergency Solutions.

Fire Chief Chris Colucy couldn’t be in attendance; he joined in by cell phone.

COMMUNICATIONS:

Asst. Chief Henry asked Council for a motion to apply for a Regional Grant for new Lifepaks for
the ambulances. The Village would have a 5% or 10% match. This wouldn’t impact the tanker
grant.

COUNCIL MEMBER GODWIN MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER DORKOFF and motion
carried for the Fire Department to apply for a Regional Grant for new Lifepaks. The vote: All yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER GODWIN MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER LONG and motion
carried to approve the Fire Department to apply for an AFG Tanker Grant. The vote: All yes.

Mayor Hawk stated that all of Council should’ve received a communication from former Mayor
Schwab stating that he’s concerned about spending as much as we are on this truck in one lump
sum. Mayor Hawk said he agrees with him and he’s a little concerned about spending this much
at once and he doesn’t want to run into trouble down the road. He also agrees with the Firemen
choosing what they need most valuably. Mayor Hawk stated that former Mayor Schwab was the
Mayor for a long time and he is passing the communication along.

Asst. Chief Henry asked if the communication from former Mayor Schwab could be passed
along. The VA said yes, since we’ve all talked about it it’s considered a public record.

Council Member Dorkoff said along with that communication isn’t it known that we have
established that our EMS department is funded and our staffing is funded? The original
intention was to replace equipment whether you go with this Quint or go with two trucks,
you’re still pushing $1.5 million. This Quint will do the job of the two trucks that you're getting
rid of.
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Mayor Hawk stated again that he agrees with former Mayor Schwab that this is a large
investment.

Council Member Dorkoff stated that this investment is no different than the investment in the
fire station addition next door.

Mayor Hawk stated that this money coming in is still fixed on four businesses paying the same as
they are now, we have that to consider.

Council Member Dorkoff said if you go out and get a car loan, it’s fixed on what you’re earning
right now. There’s always that risk in life. Any of the businesses in town could close their doors
at any time.

Mayor Hawk stated that he’s apprehensive, and that he doesn’t even have a vote on this, he’s
just saying how he feels about it.

Text message from former Mayor Mike Schwab:
“May | suggest a couple of things for tonight’s FD meeting.

1) Provide a handout that shows a Paramedic/Fire budget that shows a cost for a 24/7/365
two man on duty paramedic schedule for each year and for the next ten years with a
reasonable escalation of manpower salaries and other costs.

2) A 10 year budget for replacement of all vehicles and equipment and maintenance of
same excluding the proposed ladder truck.

3) Show how the cost of the ladder truck will impact numbers 1 & 2.

4) Start calling the Fire department the Paramedic/Fire Services.

You got me riled up. | do dislike the fact that learned people operating a public budget act on a
whim without examining and considering the consequences. We can not blame the FD. It is the
elected officials who are the responsible parties.”

PRESENTATION OF GUESTS:

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES: Titles of each read by Village Solicitor Jerry Yost.

Second Reading: An ordinance that authorizes the purchase of new Pierce Velocity Tandem 105
Aerial ladder truck to replace 1993 Pierce Ladder and 1993 Sutphen Pumper currently in use by
the Fire Department and declaring same to be an emergency.

COUNCIL MEMBER GODWIN MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER FOX and motion carried
to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and bring legislation forward for passage.
The vote: all yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER GODWIN MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER DORKOFF and motion
carried to amend to revise for the purchase of new Pierce Velocity Tandem 105 Aerial ladder
truck. The vote: All yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER DORKOFF MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER RADICH and motion
carried to adopt 45-2026 as amended on an emergency basis. The vote: All yes.

Solicitor Yost looked over the contract, and he noted that in Section 3 there is an ability for the
price to change. If there’s a persistent inflationary environment; in other words when it grows
beyond when the supply chain costs rise more than 5% for 14 consistent months. Mr. Heslop
had stated in yesterday’s meeting that this hasn’t historically happened since COVID, and before
that it was World War 1. Another concern Solicitor Yost had is with Section 15, the governing
law is the common law of Virginia. If we have to litigate this for whatever reason you’d have to
go to Virginia to do so. Does Virginia outlaw indemnification? | don’t know. It’s not uncommon
to have corporate offices in other states. The last concern the Solicitor had is Section 10, the
Indemnification Clause. That is an illegal clause for us because we’re a Local Government.

Mr. Heslop stated that if it doesn’t apply to you then it doesn’t apply to you. Solicitor Yost
explains that Council can approve a contract as to their preferences and agreeing to sign it
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under those preferences. Solicitor Yost then crossed off the Indemnification Clause (Section 10)
section of the contract.
Village Administrator Miller added that in the redraft of the ordinance there’s a section that
| allows the Fire Department with concurrence of the mayor, may add additional items to the
truck up to $10,000 without having to come back to Council.
Solicitor Yost added that when he drafts up an ordinance, he usually adds a line in purposed
“legal full sufficiency certified by me”. The reason he does this is because the auditor could
potentially question if we had a solicitor’s opinion to ensure the contract’s language is correct.

AUDIENCE COMMENTS:

COUNCIL MEMBER FOX MOVED, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER RADICH and motion carried
to adjourn the meeting at 9:33 p.m. The vote: All yes.

Respectfully submitted,
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Alyssa Whe{e\ér, Assistant Clerk
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Charles Hawk, Mayor




